
South Carolina
Watershed Atlas

Online Help

Disclaimer
The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) maintains this 
website/application as a service to the public. While SCDHEC makes every effort to provide 
accurate and complete information, data may change prior to updating. SCDHEC provides no 
warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of furnished data.

Rest Services:
The state web based services can be incorporated into GIS desktop or application by adding: 
https://gis.dhec.sc.gov/arcgis/rest/services/environment/Watershed_Atlas/MapServer.  
Please note: This link is for clients who can consume Web Mapping Services (WMS).



Map
Table of Contents

TO DRAW INDIVIDUAL LAYERS

Click on the “+” to see all the layers 
associated with a category.

Check the individual layers of interest to 
display on the map.

Uncheck the individual layers to turn off.

TO DRAW ALL LAYERS UNDER A CATEGORY

If the “check box” at the category level  is 
checked before expanding, all the layers 

under the category will be drawn.  

Uncheck the category level to turn them all 
off or uncheck individual layers.
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Measuring Tools
Select the appropriate units and single click on map to 

initiate measurement, double click to end 
measurement.  Additional single clicks on distance 

measurement will present accumulative 
measurements.

Measure area, distance 
or retrieve location coordinates.

To clear measurement,
click on “Reset 
Measurement”.



Drawing Tools

To clear last graphic, hit the back arrow.  
To recover a deleted graphic, hit the forward arrow.

Narrative under “Drawing Tools” tab explains options.



Base Maps

Change the base map by
clicking on the 

“Basemaps” tab and 
selecting the map 

background of choice. 



Map 
Overview

The arrow in the 
right corner will

open an overview map 
when clicked.

Clicking the arrow again,
closes the window.



360° Imagery 
and 

Street View

When clicking on the map, 
info pop-ups appear providing data 
associated with the layers “checked 
on” in the table of contents.  
In this example, MS4 Designations,  
Watersheds and River Basins were checked. Therefore, 
three info pop-ups become available, indicated by the 
count (ex. 1 of 3) .  Click on the arrow adjacent to the 
order description to transition back and forth between 
the info pop-ups. Click on “X” to close.

Info Pop-ups

Click on the ‘checkbox’ to 
view 360° Imagery and 
Street View (lower left 

corner of the map). 

The “arrow” in the image 
window view rotates the 

imagery.  

Where 
available, drag 

the ‘person’ 
symbol onto 

the blue 
highlighted 

roads to initiate 
Street View.



Layers with “MoreInfo” listed in 
the info popup link to affiliated web 

sites or documents.

Counties link to county parcel data 
websites for additional information.

10-Digit Hydrologic Units (watersheds)
link to descriptive information.

Layers with Special Features:  MoreInfo



Layers with Special Features: Time Slider
Random Water Quality Stations have a time slider feature that automatically appears when the 

layer is turned on.  By adjusting the two tabs within the slider all the sites throughout the years can 
be displayed (leaving one tab at 1999 and placing the second tab on the current year) or limit the 

sites to specific years.  To limit to one year place both tabs on top of each other.  
The time span chosen is listed in the slider tool title.



Layers with Special Features: Use Support Table
Use Support and Trends has a table feature associated with the info pop-up.  Information on 

water body types, classifications and ecoregions are provided , as well as support levels for a 3 
or 5 year assessment period dependent on the parameter, trends over a 15 year period and 

TMDL status at the time of assessment.  Definitions are listed below.

BOD
CD
CR
CU
DO
ECOLI
HG
NH3
NI
PH
TN
TP
TSS
TURB
ZN

5-Day Biological Oxygen Demand
Cadmium
Chromium
Copper
Dissolved Oxygen
E-Coli
Mercury
Ammonia
Nickel
pH
Total Nitrogen
Total Phosphorus
Total Suspended Solids
Turbidity
Zinc

Parameter Definitions

Trend Definitions
I = Increasing

D = Decreasing
NS = Not Significant

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Definitions
Yes = Within a TMDL watershed

Blank = Not within a TMDL watershed

Water Body Type
S=Stream

L=Lake
E=Estuary

Class
Refer to Water Classifications Definitions

in Table of Contents



Searches

Search “All” Layers by typing name, permit number or station.  Typing ‘text’ will auto-populate a 
list of all associated names for all layers.  Typing a permit number will also show name affiliation, 
not permit number.  Select a unique layer from pull down if interested only in that layer.  
Selecting a site from the search list will initiate an immediate zoom to the site and an info window 
appearance.  To release the search and selection color, click on the “X” in the search window.



Open Layer Table

Right click on a layer to open the tables (Show Attribute Table).  Under “Option” you can sort the
records, show only the selected record, clear the selection and show/hide columns.  By left clicking 
on a column, records can be assorted in ascending or descending order.  If a record is highlighted, 
the map should zoom to the site of interest and highlight the selected site. Please note, with large 
datasets there is a time lag between selecting and zooming to and displaying the site.



GOOGLE Address 
and Place Search

Watershed Atlas
Help

Accessing Water
Quality Data

Type in an address 
or place.

Autocomplete will
populate the box 

until enough 
information is 

entered for the 
selection of the 
exact location of 

interest.

Click on the 
waterdrop to link to 

a water quality 
portal for 

downloading 
monitoring data.

Provides documentation 
on the SC Watershed Atlas



Allow pop-ups and trust the site for the map image to display ! 

Printing A Map

The “Print” button will change to “Printing” after entering title and author.  
It will remain as “Printing” until the image is created.

If the site is trusted and pop-ups are allowed a map image will appear in a new window.

If additional maps will be generated during the web session, 
DO NOT check “Prevent this page from creating additional dialogs”.  

You will not be able to title and author 
additional maps without refreshing the browser.



Printing …..

… produces a temporary image (JPG) 
that must be printed or saved

in a known workspace or directory. 

Printing 
Via Chrome

Printing Via Firefox



SC Watershed Atlas

South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control

Promoting and Protecting the Health of the Public and the Environment

Bureau of Water
Watershed Management Staff

CONTACT US

http://www.scdhec.gov/HomeAndEnvironment/Water/Watersheds/Contacts/
http://www.scdhec.gov/HomeAndEnvironment/Water/Watersheds/Contacts/
http://www.scdhec.gov/HomeAndEnvironment/Water/Watersheds/Contacts/

